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Commissioners’ Report 

We, Bob Powers, Bob Ritter and Ivan Droessler, having previously filed oath, depose and say that we 

are the commissioners duly appointed to reclassify lands within the boundary of Drainage District No. 

15, Wright County, Iowa (DD15).

DRAINAGE DISTRICT NO. 15

The original petition for establishment of DD15 was filed in 1905. The original facilities of the District 

consisted of Main Open Ditch and Lateral A Open Ditch. In 1913, 1,525 feet of Main Open Ditch 

through Eagle Grove was replaced with a closed conduit. In the 1950’s the closed conduit was 

extended and more of the Main Open Ditch through Eagle Grove was closed. The construction of all 

facilities was paid for under one assessment schedule when it was established. There has been no 

reclassification of the District until now. Section 468.131 of the Iowa Code provides that if the “original 

assessment schedule did not designate separately the amount each tract should pay for the main 

ditch and tile lateral drains then the board shall order a reclassification in accordance with the 

principles and rules set forth in Section 468.41.” In the Engineer’s Report for Drainage District No. 15 

Main Open Ditch & Lateral A Open Ditch Repairs dated January 21, 2019, the Engineer recommends 

that the Main Open Ditch, Lateral A Open Ditch and closed conduits be reclassified to distribute the 

benefits of each facility. The closed conduit which replaced portions of the Main Open Ditch, will be 

reclassified as the DD15 Main Tile. In addition, the Engineer’s Report recommends the District follow 

Common Outlet proceeding to assess the lands in Drainage District No. 16 (DD16) and Drainage 

District No. 94 (DD94) for the benefit they receive from the Main Open Ditch. An amendment to the 

Engineer’s Report filed on April 22, 2019, also recommends that the portion of Main Open Ditch 

upstream of the closed conduits, be reclassified for benefit as a separate facility referred to as the 

Upper Main Open Ditch. The Trustees approved reclassification and appointed ISG to prepare this 

report.

Therefore, this Commissioner’s Report for the Reclassification of Benefits addresses the redistribution 

of benefits for the Main Open Ditch, Main Tile, Lateral A Open Ditch and Upper Main Open Ditch of 

Drainage District No. 15. In review of the original facilities the interior watersheds and assessment 

boundaries were established for each facility. The Main Tile and Upper Main Open Ditch were 

previously considered portions of the Main Open Ditch. The Main Tile begins at the top end of the Main 

Open Ditch and Continues north through Eagle Grove, until ending north of the school in Section 28 of 

Eagle Grove Township. The Upper Main Open begins where it enters the Main Tile north of the school 

in Section 28 of Eagle Grove Township. In addition, a plat showing the lands of DD16 and DD94 and 

the percentage of benefit assessed to these lands by DD15 under the Common Outlet Classification 

is included. 

Pursuant to our appointment, we have examined the Drainage District’s records, as recorded by the 

Wright County Auditor, to establish the original exterior assessment boundary. Our review found 

223.05 acres of lands within the watershed boundary that are not listed on the current assessment 
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schedule. Again, since there were not separate assessment schedules for each facility of this District, 

we have established the interior drainage boundaries to determine the benefitted lands for each 

facility outlined above. Only lands receiving benefit from these separate facilities are included in the 

given assessment schedules.

In fulfilling our appointment as commissioners, we have examined each tract of land determined to be 

within the watershed of each facility and have classified each of these parcels based on the following 

factors; benefited acres, need of drainage, proximity to outlet, percent of facility usage, and runoff 

condition. The common outlet cost assessed to the land of DD16 and DD94 by DD15 according to the 

relative percentages of benefit they derive was also examined, see DD16 and DD94 section of this 

Report. 

For the Main Tile, we have apportioned assessment units of 1,000,000 to lands in the District 

according to the relative percentages of benefit they derive. For the Main Open Ditch and Lateral A 

Open Ditch, we have apportioned assessment units of 100,000 to the lands in the District according 

to the relative percentages of benefit they derive. For the Upper Main Open Ditch, we have apportioned 

assessment units of 10,000 to the lands in the District according to the relative percentages of benefit 

they derive.

These apportionments are presented in this Report as the new Assessment Schedules for DD15. 

These schedules are intended to provide a basis upon which to spread levies required to cover costs, 

present and future, incurred by the District for the maintenance, repair or improvement of the facilities 

the schedule is prepared for. A levy to pay for the cost of the 2020 Drainage District No. 15 Repairs 

will be made by the Eagle Grove City Council acting as Trustees of the District after approval of the 

assessment schedules.

This Commissioners’ Report consists of three (3) Open Ditch System Schedules and one (1) Tile 

System Schedule. The individual assessment schedules are intended to list all parcels benefited by 

the facility for which the schedule is prepared. For each parcel in the District, the schedule provides 

the following:

1. The names of the owners thereof as shown on the transfer books in the Wright 

County Auditors’ Offices;

2. The number of benefited acres;

3. The classification or percentage of benefits derived relative to a 100% benefit 

assigned to the tract found to have the greatest benefit;

4. An apportionment of the total schedule (Assessable Product) according to our 

classification of benefited lands for the facility the schedule is prepared.

The schedules also show benefits to the Iowa Department of Transportation, City of Eagle Grove and 

Wright County Secondary Road right-of-way.
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November 09, 2020
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APPENDIX B:
 

DD15 – MAIN OPEN DITCH
ASSESSMENT PLAT & SCHEDULE
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